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“While there may be limited success in using TV for 
promoting health, education or imparting agricul- 
tural know-how, commercial programmes are able 
to attract more viewers with their imported soap 
operas and musical programmes . . . Governments 
who face such contradictions should . . . ascertain 
the real reasons behind the lack of response to their 
own educational TV programmes aimed at improving 
the living standards of their people. The situation 
is better understood if the role of TV is viewed and 
developed as part of the total social and cultural 
system of their countries and not in isolation and 
unrelated to the environment.” 

—dJek Yeun Thong, Minister for Culture, Singapore 
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